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of the fate of all artists; in some degree they
will all be punished as he was punished by a
grossly materialised people who prefer to go in
blinkers and accept idiotic conventions because
they distrust the intellect and have no taste for
mental virtues.

All English artists will be judged by their
inferiors and condemned, as Dante's master
was condemned, for their good deeds (per tuo
ben far): for it must not be thought that Oscar
Wilde was punished solely or even chiefly for the
evil he wrought: he was punished for his popu-
larity and his preeminence, for the superiority of
his mind and wit; he was punished by the envy
of journalists, and by the malignant pedantry of
half-civilised judges. Envy in his case over-
leaped itself: the hate of his justicers was so
diabolic that they have given him to the pity of
mankind forever; they it is who have made him
eternally interesting to humanity, a tragic figure
of imperishable renown.

THE END.